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Thank you all SO MUCH for your generous response SPONSOR WALKERS . Funds are raised by
to our annual Christmas Appeal. Itis so heartening wal kers getting sponsor s!
t o know t h dife pe@tearé willing to step wal kéyou can help by coll ec
forward, even in these difficult times, and enable us someone who you know is wal
to continue our life and soul saving work for women anyone wal kingésponsor ME!
and children. Itis also wonderful to witness the in the packet your church will receive)
outpouring of donations that enable us to let our
moms experience one of the same joys that we BE CREATIVE! Last year a group of vicars all
experience Christmas mor niacraggpsthe distrctthadra gonteshte see who could
children opening gifts. The children of the moms raise the most money. A congregation member
working with our Advocates and those living at donated the prize! Could YOU do something similar
Refuge House truly enjoyed the gifts that were in your church or school? The fundraising
collected by various churches and individuals all over  possibilities are endless. Ask a local restaurant or
South Wisconsin. grocery store to donate some pizzas and treat the

class or group or gender that raises the most money
We know how much our supporters love to be to a pizza party! Set a sponsorship goal and have a
directly involved in our Ministry. We also know that church | eader do something
not all of you can do so om anenegylSdarorh asi sasdbwtt tpleomp
is one event that EVERYONE can participate dyeing their hair, shaving
inéand that is odurhiasnrywealr disd) e Wal k.
LifeWalk will be June 12 ™ at Hales Corners
Lutheran Church. There are MANY ways you can HAVE FUN! The work we do here at APOR is VERY
help make this event a success. serious work. We would SO enjoy seeing you have

a GREAT TIME while helping us continue to save the
Packets of information will be arriving at every |l ives of Goddés precious chi
church in South Wisconsin in April. These packets receive a promotional packet yourself to use with
will include posters, newsletter and bulletin articles your social or church group, at school or at your
and sponsor sheets. PLEASE help us by making place of employment, please email me at
sure this information is distributed in YOUR aplaceofrefuge@aol.com or call me at 414-438-

congregation. Ask your church secretary if they have  2767.

received the packet and volunteer to put up the

posters and find a place to put copies of the sponsor Blessings,

sheets. Ask your Pastor to announce the event

during services. Trish Kagerbauer
Development Director

Get a group or organization in your church or a group
of friends and WALK on June 12 . Thisis a

morning |l ong, famil y-wdkrie

snacks, childrenbts activi th | un
If you join us from out of town you will have the ’

whole afternoon to visit the zoo, museum, shop,

whatever you I|i kel 't 6s di es



Blessed Again Resale

January was quite a challenge. We close down every
year between Christmas and New Year's, but several
of us came in to try and organize the store. On Dec.
28th we discovered our roof leaked on the side we
display furniture. Over 3/4 of the rug was wet. It took
from Dec. 28th to Jan. 28th to get the roof & ceiling
fixed. Then on Feb. 1st. they came and washed the
rug. We are still trying to get more items put out to
sell. On top of that | had surgery on Dec. 31st and
am not allowed to lift much for two months. Boy can
things get complicated. There is a miracle story in
this. Three days before the rug was washed a
volunteer that | hadn't seen for at least 4 months
happened to show up at the store. He asked me what
was going on. When | explained to him about the roof
and explained | was going to try and take down one of
our bigger shelving systems, he told me he'd be in the
next morning. In he came, with a smile and whistling
a song. Not only did he take down the shelving, but
helped with several other pending problems. The day
after the rug was washed he came back and re-set up
the shelf. Thank you to our angel Ray.

This month, Mr. John Genszler from Living Word
Lutheran High School came back with his high school
class to help out. We had about 20 students and two
chaperones. What a great group of kids. They did a
fantastic job. Thank you kids.

We were so blessed with a 17 year old student helper
that has been helping one hour a day from Sept. till
Jan. 20th. It is amazing to see how much one person
can get done in an hour when they push hard. This
volunteer had so much fun getting in her service
hours for school that she finished and asked to come
back and help on her own time.

What an amazing God we have. | have told you
about some of the miracles | see in the store and
would like to share with you this story on being a
volunteer. | find it fascinating to watch my volunteers
and see why God sent them to help at the store. |
have a volunteer that comes in on a regular basis.
One day she filled in because | had no other cashiers
available. We often get in conversations with
customers. God has a way of sending the right
person to be at the store at the right time. This
particular Saturday, the customer and my cashier
were exchanging stories about their moms. Both of
their moms have Alzheimer's so they were sharing
with another person that could understand their pain.
God worked so well with these two. You could feel
the warmth in the room from these two women
bonding. In the end they both hugged and you just
knew that something wonderful just unfolded in front
of you. If this cashier wouldn't have

come in, the customer would have still shared with me
her stories but | can only offer her God's love and a
shoulder to cry on where as my wonderful cashier
was able to touch
be a customer that you could touch? Consider
coming in to volunteer to reach some other person
with God's love.

We continue to need volunteer help especially people
willing to do pickups for us. We don't have any help
for the South side, East side or Cedarburg areas.

Blessings to all of you,

Dawn Strege
Manager (414) 464-9099
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Search the web with www.goodsearch.com
and money from Yahoo advertisers will go to
A Place of Refuge Ministries without you
spending a dime! Just go to
www.goodsearch.com and type in A Place
of Refuge Ministries as your chosen charity.
Then use GoodSearch every time you
search. You can even make GoodSearch
your default search engine to avoid that ex-

tra fAclicko. Just ¢
faultso in the wupper
Internet Explorer screen and make Good-
Search your default search engine. RAISE
MONEY FOR APOR EVERY TIME YOU
SEARCH!
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Just a few of the children whose lives you touched with your generous gifts this Christmas

Refuge House

Refuge House has been very lively the past few
months. We have at times had ten people living at
the house. We even had to add a kids table for meal
times. Volunteers have been playing with the kids for
an hour or so during the week so that the women
could participate in finance classes and learn about
credit and money management. They have all
learned their credit scores and learned how to correct
mistakes they found there. They are excited to start
more budgeting classes in February.

The most recent addition to Refuge House is a
newborn baby who arrived
on January 31%. She came into the world staring at
me (the House Manager). It was definitely one of
those unforgettable experiences of my life. She was
very lively at birth. There was no doubt that she was
strong and healthy. Mom is doing great too and is
excited about coming back to the house and
spending time with her child but also looking for
employment as soon as she is able so that she can
move into her own apartment and purchase a car by

this summer.

We also have a speaker lined up to talk to the women
about selling from home. We can always use more
volunteers to teach about working from home,
parenting, arts and crafts, etc. Thank you to all those
groups who support Refuge House with time, money,
and prayers. The women are very grateful, as am |,
who will never forgot staring into the eyes of our
beautiful new baby girl.

Dawn Gibson
Refuge House Manager
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FIND us on FACEBOOK!!
Join the A Place of Refuge Ministries Group
You can also donate to us through
Facebook on our page under causes.




